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Letters 



FRLbTHOUCiHT 



Sir. 



I must tell you tiat ihe copies of 
FREETHOGHT you are mailing to us each 
mouth arc very greatly appreclted by a 
number of people in N.S.W.. also In Victoria 
and Queensland states. We feel you are deve- 
loping a very worth while publication and one 
that I* very meful to the hr.-»»der world 
Atheist and FREETHOUHT community, We 
wish you ever increasing success with this 
publication. 

Alan Rickard. General Secretary 
Athefst Society of Australia. 



Sir, 

Your editorial under the Caption 
'Dancing to the R- S. S Tune' is both timely 

and outspoken, of Late, there has been a 
concerted camp aign to pu &h the country 
** ' little goal. 

P* _^^^^^^^^^^» «- — -•■"- »eeling will- 
thaats to yau editorial which is *hort but 

sharp-realise the gravity of the situation 

facing the couniry. Communal organisations 

such as R. S. S-, not satisfied with fomen- 
ting Communalisam. have begun working 
Into the Defence services. 

It shows clearly the evil designs of ih c 

SMS-GodowD, ciptalisu and a section belon- 
ging to ruling circLc-anc the inevitable abyss 
catastrophe into which the nation would bs 

plunged. 

Let us awail more such editorial!! 

— A. Shaliugam, 
Tiruchlrspalli 



Sir, 

1 congratulate you on your introduction 

of FREETHOUGHT SUBSCRIPTION 
COUPONS SC.IEME. My request to other 
members of out Association is to encourage 
this scheme. We, the members must make 
non-rationalists read FREETHOUGHT. 
Then only we can acbive our object. Ef we 
writesomethiog ourselves, publisa it in FREE 

THOUGHT, read tl and bail the articles 
ourselves, no useful purpose will be served. 
We must make nun-believers criticize our 

FREETHOUGHT. By criticism ulone we 
become stronger. So we must persuade ihem 
to read our FREETHOUGHT so lhat they 
convert themselves and join hads with, us So 
my humble request is to enrol more believers 
as suDscreribers of FREETHOUGHT. 

Sir, I am glad to inform you that I sold 
all the 10 coupons. 

-K Vijayaiumar, Kuroool 



Dr.KOVOOR 
Sir, 

Life histories of great men will inspire 
the commoners Life history of their leader 
will be useful as a gnideto the followers. By 

koo-winp about the life and work of theix 

leader, in devel oping any theory the followers 

will ccartalaly be influenced greatly. 

Similarly, for an atheist or a rationalist, 

it is advantageous to know the life history of 

our beloved, gicat lender, late Or- A. T. 
Kovoor. so my request to you is to publish 
the life history ol Kovoar In our hitiik- 
THOUGHT. 

._T. Harinira Nath Sarana. 
KURNOOL 



Sir, 



Mr LOKHaNDWaLA 



Our heartiest congratulations to the new 
1. R. A. President, Mr. V. A. Lokhondwala. 
We wish him the best. 

^—Yasminc & Friends, 
BOMBAY 



THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 

Arc are so undeveloped menially thai 
we must rely: en the imaginings oflgno. 
rant had ward minds of primitive peoples, 
jBM -rrerclrp from savagery. IC determine 
the cam* of nm lives and thoughts in 
these dayi of scientific development and 
opportunities tor study and knowledge '' 

—James Hervey Johnson 
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A FITTING HOMAGE 

The Tamilnadu Government has sei- 
zed the right opportunity to i,mkc a 

welcome beginning ((fall is what II ill a' 
spreading rationalism (luring periva* 

E.V-R/1 birth centenary year ( 1978-79). 
Their 10-Polnt programme, particulary the 
oie relating to training a thousand educ- 
ted volunteers la each of the state's IS 
districts to spread the rotionalist teaching* 

of Periyar could, if complemented with 
rrisslonary zeal, be a big boost to ratio 
nalisrn which has sagged aftef Periyar's 
demise on 24tli December, 1973- The 
oher welcome decisions include an attempt 

to minimise cas'.eism tad simplification o" 

Tamil script. 

Periyar Centenary Celebrations nave 

kindled high hopes among rationalists. An 
esteemed rationalist suggested, very rightly, 
that we should put an end to pave men: 
temples, churches and rmsqtes. Many thiesu 
without understanding ihc elementary iss- 
ue* involvtfl. have- protested >gah»t thll 

suggestion. Firstly, an unauthorised slruc- 

ture cannot hava Jegal sanctity a> sovn ai 
an leiol is lostalled Secondly, no group 
has a right to spread their faith by 
o:cupylng public roads Thirdly th is i 
rr.ean foicn of commercialism adopted by 

priests, similar to miracles of gorimen 

Lastly, in India, places of worship are 

notoriously dhrly 

In view of this, may we join the repen- 
ted rationalist ia requesting the r« -iiilnad.il 
Government to treat all pavement temple*, 
as unauthorised structures and order their 
demolition? There can net be a m-'ie 
fitting way of Faying our homage to the, 
trnnoclant. Periyar than this on the day 
of his death anniversary. a 



December, 19TI 
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Readers' Forum 



Posae&aion toy Spirits 

If ihe patient was admitted to a 
General Hospital as was stated that Dr. 
8.S. Haruka Asst. Civil Sirgeon usually 
a nurse attends on the patient who keeps 
records of rJ.P. etc. which will Shaw ihat 
actual condition of patient- More ever 

an outsider (Maulvi) will not be allowed 
jn'.o the hospital wards and no compoun- 
der worth (he name will ba watcMug all 

*"srce being enacted la the fi"spital 
compound when the Doctor it aw 

l"ic above rneniioned. CflK is a simple 
Hysterical patient. Hysterli manifests in 
several ways I have treated *-uc!i C 

on naial feeding and intravenous saline trans- 
fusion for several days. 

Hysterical patients refuse to take any- 
thing and be;ome weak in course of time 
It is really difficult :•> treat them Some- 
times tbey dramatically respondent to 

* rful external stimuli like applying 

farradJuic current- Many 3iyst cru-l palients 
of mine who diJ n:>t respmdeui to any 

of ilic tnnqulliscDs responded dramatically 

to this t\»rm of current treatment. 

SO Mr. Mativi Qas *d.>ptcd me same 
irlck He hat forced the oO 

smoke lito) the patients n sins (tut will 
delitiitely give the impression to the patient 
that he will die soon unless he reap 
■nd answer the questions put to hi n by 
llvl So the patient will speak of the 
i or the God whichever wns .snaajcS' 
ted to him. Hysteria is notorious for its 
icldpsts. There is no wonder that Mr. 
U.'ud* h.d sutb rcljpics iow and Ibcu 
■nspltfl of Maulvi driving awny the spirit 
lk't he will come (o his senses on hcarng 



the name of Maulvi, otherwise ne 
suffocate lim with Mustotd Oil smofce- 



will 



Please do not publish >uch articles io 

your journal. You may -end answers to 
such enqjiricg rationalists If >-u publish 
such articles wavering rationalists will 
believe inspirits lie. a 

Dr. Y. V. Kola R«dcy, Kandakur 

. * * * * 

The incident described by Mr G. S. 

rCumu of Bihar is Interesting and it requires 
proper altention. Many Instances like ibis 
aie familar in educated r India In 

which some persons say tlat they are eye 
witness for similar incidents. But so runny 

doubts may arise io the n toy free 

thinktr as to why ttie spirits poss- 

ess only known persons? Secondly » hy do 
Ilia spirits from Lunduo or Newyork 
visit India? Even splrils from Pakistan are 
not travelling to India . It means what hap- 
pened to Mr. Gouda of Blhnr Is BM an aspect 
of any oapeinatoral power. ItUieariya 
prObUtt of medical science. ; uch 

incidents are not happed DOUQist 

countries- because they do not believe ia such 
superstitious matters. 

-A. IC.S. Raghava. gajpaktaoi 
• « * • 

TAL BR0OK&. 
ihis has reference to April 1578 Is- 

FREtlTHOUQUT la -bad 

written -an nrticte on Fal Brooke's Two 
years wit h SaiSiba". 

Tal Brooke Taleferro 

Biwujjc( ia» written a hovk entitled THE 
LORDOFTHE MR" exp] 

. |Urtt,bis ii 
and his life withSaibi 

I happened to a;c tQc book with our ui 
my frieat] i 1 also understand from reliable 
souiceihat5000 Copies were received fimpor- 
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led) by CLS Bar.galore for sa'es in InJia. 
On hearing the news, the agents of Baba 
rushed to CLS and purchased all the books 

and probably destroyed them so as to prevent 
the bo.^k going into the hands of public The 
authorities of CLS l"i(cr t* came know the wl- 
eli* adopted hy the scents nf Hnha and r: 
eJ their folly- Now they have ordered an [her 
2C00 copies and they ire being sold to public 
at on* or (wo copies to cS:h inflividtil. 

I would suggest (hat IRA tr> to procure 
misitrum number of copies and sell tliem 

duly putting up a conspicuous advertise mem 
jo leaditig news pipers so tha; we can utilise 
ibis book lo expose Sajbaba In filling monaer 

S JAYES MadukkarM. 

[Ariaugemenis invc been to nude procure 
copies for sale price fc U-95-equivaleot to Rs 

l5(App;oK) — f d| 
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Achilles' H 
Ravtionabllata 



Dogmatic Marxists condemn every oiher 
organisation or association which doesno t 
blindly follow the doctrine of Marx. Th*y 
say toil every superstition will disappear wi'h 
ih.2 econcmiG revolution i.o when there is 

socialism, when people arc not exploited- 
Economic exploitation docs not cease even in 
the suclalist countriet. "Surplus value", 

says M N Roy, a Marxist who worked nrltB 
Lenin and Stalin, is produced in the socia- 
list economy of Russia. Otherwise,. the much 
idvenlieO and admired rapid Industrial 
eTpandon there, cannot be ex- 
plained Accumulation cf captial Is '.he con- 
dition sice quanon; tnd that is passible only 

on tbc basis of the prcuducllori of surplus 
vilue. that Is, production over and above 
what is actually coniurmd by the producers. 
If production cf surplus value rtpraoants. 

December, 1978 



exploitation of labou;, then laboui is eiploi. 
ted also under socialism" (New Humanlsim 
» 24). 

Secondly, we see in posh colonies buil- 
dings on 1 ">p of which a re seen ear than pols, 

.11 tfe cuter bottoms of which ire painieJ 
shedemnns to ward off evil Jn'luences. In .,11- 
luenl countries and societies there are innum- 

ftwhlBchlflirtiana who fear from the digit 13. 
1> (his not soliiclcn: to show that mere 
mic backwardness Is not the life giving 
force for superstitions? 

Then 1 art oth-ir Tutors also such asidcas 
religion and morality. M Iscnty the dogma- 
tic Marxists who overemphasise the economic 
factor. This was said by no le-ss a man than 
Eigels who wrote as under. 

'Marx and I are oursalvcs partly to blame 
for the fact that the younger people sometime} 
laid more stress on the economic side than js 
due to It. Wc had to em?ba*ise the maia 

principle .is-a-visour adversaries, who denied 
it. and we had not always the lime. 
the place or the opportunity to give liieir due 

to the oilier elements luvulved iu tbc iuterac- 

ii m". 

lamenting over the dogmatism of his 

cviitcmp^rary Marxists, who over emphasised 
the economic side, he further added: 

4, Uo:'ortunately, howevei. itiappcnsooly 

»ou • -ften that people think they have Fully 
understood a new theory and can apply it 
without much ado f rem the moment thev have 

aislmllat-d its iuiIii principles and c*cn ihoss 
not always correctly. And I cannot exempt 
the more recent Mmlsti from this reproach 
for ilic most aiiiMing rubbish has been pro- 
duce*! In this quirters, ioo-0'nBles Letters to 
J. Block- dated September 21-22. 1890) In 
Marx- Kagcls selected Correspondence! 
Progress Publishers. Moscow 1965 P. 417.) 
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The dogmatic Marxist) say ihat scienti- 
fic socialism will remove all [heiourcesof 
wOfrics that drive people to Sm Baba and 

temples And the Rationalists' efforu are in 

I ask such djgma'ists when will that 
scientific social bm come lato being.? More 

than 6 J years have passed since the commu- 
nist Party of India was formed. Within tail 
pcrl.xl ilie party became segmented CPI, 
CPI i Mi and innumerable groups of Nut iliteu 
■nd Marxists Leninists, if tte CPI became 
the camp-Miower of the congress party, trie 
CPI t M) it having liaison wilh the Jinala 

Parly- a conglomeration mainly dominated 
by the anti-People and obscuranlst section. 
The CPI (M.L> are fighting inter nacine 

battle lo the profit of their real enemic* la 
such a situation, there ii no hope of the advent 
of socialism. That being so, should wc 

Rationalists let things go as they are going or 
thoild they fight as they can? A sane person 
will uul suppou I the fint al.crualivc. 

Secondly, People must know first of all 
the philosophical and Ideological basis of 
socialism i.e. scientific matcralitra which ii 
another name for Rationalism. Without giv- 
ing an ideological basis lo the people how 

will (he dogmatic raarxisu be able to coun- 
ter the forces of idealism, obscarantimi. 
and aimmuniMs'i which will come in 

Uicii way ufacliieviuy socialism? 

The fact that ;he spread of atheistic and 
rationalistic views Ii necessary before the rev- 

ition ccmci inn being wai admitted end 
even sjpportcJ b] Lenin alsn As carry as 
I9C5 he wrote 

But we founded our association, the 
Russian social Democratic Labour party, 
precisely for audi a MiugjJt ai '-m\ cvciy 
religious bamboozling of tie vorkeea. \>nd to 
us the ideological struggle is not a private 
affair bat ihe affair of Hie whole party ol the 
whole proletariat. 



'Our propaganda necessarily includes 
the propaganda of ataeuai tie publication 
of the appropriate scientific bteratnro 
.... we shall now probably have to foil >w ilie 
advice Bngles ence ga ve t a the Germ 
list) to translate *nd widely Ji 

literature of the eixhteeuih ecniiry Preach 
enLghtens and Atheists" (V I Lenin's 
collected works, Vol. 10 frogreas Publishers 

Moscow.) 

To say that one must wart until 

the panacea v iz socialism descends it uothing 
less than the proniseof the pnc.i vh tasks 
people t-o wiit patiently for the h~ 
where there is no misery or sorrow. 

It is also absurd to say that unlc* > • own 

embraces Marxism he eMy f'itters away his 
energy and qualities ofleaie'slilp, for, uptill 
oo.v the head priests of iucidli.ua a'eclJlmlng 
their own brands of socialisa as t lie best. 
The Russian sraod of socialism :* rei'culcd 

by those who prcf«r the China brand of 
socialism. 

There ore others who rtject t>aib these 
types and preach errocoromunism lucre are 
oaialile* who itave as maty types of socialism 
as there are groups of naxalites. Tnat being 
so. to what type ol a one should 

adhere and why? <rVhy should one fight for 
brand* mat are busy in internecine nan and 

not wage l war against obscurantist cooimun- 
alism .and religion whi;h are p-inur> and fua- 
Uanmital enemc in Uic way of a scientific 

and materialistic liw whore i i raanit, too centre 
of ail activities? SeconJly, is it scientific 
atliluc icxpceied of a person ,vbo swear* by 

cicniilic materialism' to putthec&rt 

before the horse or to deny any ideological 
development after the works of Marx were 
c^mpictcdr is it not Hlca a persm who 

thinks thfif the vedas whiten thousands of 
yeirs ago contain .»vvii ever humaoityeao 
ever know/ TIM right way to social, 

first to teach the people, tic mateiMi-tio iyay 
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of life, to inculcate scientific altitude in ihem 
and men 10 make efforts in the riiiiu direc- 
tion in achieve ihe goal where exploitation 
of the labour i . less :han that in fhe capita- 
list system- The rationalists are doing this 
Therefore, they are already doing -what a true 
marxlst should do, though formally taey have 
not cnbracedthia brand or the other dogmatic 
ma mists 

Let us not fall a prey to the somruor. 
malady of fighting For forms and ignoring the 

cause. 

Prof Surendra K. S Ajnat 
Bangs (Punjab) 



GOD CHECK MATED 
The title ' God Checkmated itself indl- 

catea that ihe authors are very much irri- 
tated by the traditional god believers. 

But (heir gentle manner of bringing tht 
rival* tu their own way of thinking Is 
really laudable. 

The authors' main aim is to establish 
aa universal brother-hood among rational 

tlinkers and to secularise ihe state, art. 
education and Law 

Secularisation of state by law Is already 
there. But the meaning of Secularism in 
tic practical scene of our Government It 

nll-religtoD Rationalist may think "irre- 

llglon" ii the correct meaning of iccu- 

llMD 

All 'isms', religious beliefs and fuith- 
should admit their failure in the effort at 
makiug man's will free 

Every oce wants :<a.foty and security 
but they feel helpless without understand- 
ing (lie values vf their beliefs and faith 
because their teasoo is Like a torsh with* 
oji cells For such people, the rationalist! 
are selling theii new brand torch, but 
majority oF the people are not able to 
purchase it. 

The questionnaire God Chcekmated' 
is a good torch light a: a cheap rate. 

— Sasothifiirl Swamy, Chintalapudi A 



Periyar Centenary Year 

The fjllowlng is pirt of tbe proposed) 
programme of the Govern merit of Tamil 
Nadu for the current Periyir Centenary 
year. 

1 The locd hadles, voluntary nrg*nl- 
satfons and other institutions shouli 
encouraged to celebrate the centenary in 
all place* of the State 

2 The Names of street*, areas and indi- 
viduals with caiitfts attached should akn ha 
changed whareever possible 

3 The formation of Colonies exclusi- 
vely for Haljans siould be avoided and 
ia future, houses for Harljans should be 
built as fur .13 po«slhle Mlf»ng with the 
honaea of other castes. 

4 inter-caste marriages should bo 
encouraged by extending concessions to 
their children In education, employment etc. 

5 Similar conceMioaa should be exten- 
ded to Ihe remarried widows and their 
children. 

a In memory of Perlvar who p-opt- 

£ated for the scientific knowledge among 

people a Science Museum may be set up. 

7 The SayinRS of Perlvar may be brou- 
ght out under various topics 

8 Some of hi* book* banned may be 
republished- 

I Fcriyir life history may bo Included 

in the tern books of schools sod colelgot- 
suitaMy . ' 

10 An autonomoui mititute oFPeriyar 
Studies may be formed to- undertake resea- 
rch on the Ideals of Periyar. 

II Government inay lake necessary 
action t ■ implement the Tamil Script reform 
as suggested by Periyar. 

12 All the Schools and Colleges may 

ne instructed to celebrate the Centenary 
Celebrations of Periyar a^d to organise 
oratorical, essay and poety c< mpctitinns 

It Periyar Thoughts may oe broadcast 
la All India Radio. 

14 Suitable directions may be included 
In the institution to abolish the caste 

syatam a» has been done for the eradication 
of untouchability. a. 
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News and Notes 



RAJNEESH AND MERCEDES 280 SE 

At a New Delhi STC auction |q M.iv, 
1971 one Mr BaglabidRs. t,03.KM/- «■ 
eluding tajie- for q XtTI moJtl yellow Mcr 

«dci 250 iE— one of (he most advanced 
passenger cars in the world. 

Bagla's bid was barely 'Rs. 16,0' 0- 
higher than the one bubroitted by cons- 
truction tycoon Shnpurji Pelanjl. The 

third highest render" (fts 7 10,000 .) was 
entered by the most unlikely imported 
ear-buyer imaginable 'lo?*.ao' Shree 
Rajneesl: of Pone, lust ;i few thousand 
rupees behind was a bid by Char an jit 
Singh of Coca-Cola fairc 



aea taken. Knowing there was a pij 
phoae in tie basement, ha rushed down- 
stairs- Th-ere at a tabic was a bare- 
mother who had just flmhed 
lag lui.ch to her baby. In great 
cmKirras<mcnr. the girl cossed her arms 
over her ■chesi and said, " I beg your 

pardon. Father''. 

Th« priest smiled, "Don't be embar- 
rassed, young lady. We priests may be 
'celibate but Id our work we .grow accus- 
tomed lo a great many things. I assure 
you, your condition does nol trouble roc 
in the least. la fact, you can perhaps 

do me a favour. Could you five me a 
dime for two nipples 7" 

A repressed mind is an obicssed 
miu J I 



Filmstars : Amidst the business "en 
and goomen. there were also the filmstars 
traditionally the bigaest foreign car custo- 
mer* in the city Filmstars, Amltabn 

Bachar> and Dcroi Mallni bid just "over 
Rs 7,0#.©08each 

Ineame Ta« It I* reliably l^nrnt th*t 
the Mercedes baa been bought by Industry 
tycoon K. rt. Birla for a sum of Rs. 

IO.34.0CO. Birla it believed to have pad 

I Ri. 2 lakh deposit to clinch the deal. 
Another candicjt for purcliase o' the 

piiw c-ar v»as rcfoiiu:d' 'muggier, Haji 
Mastaa. 

< Courtesy: India Today 

• « 

A DIME FOR TWO NIPPLES 

There was a Boston priest who had 
volunteered to work part time in a peace 
group protesting liic wv iu Vieinatn. 

Once wbeo Ik had to make an iav- 

porlau* phone call, he found all the 



CHILD SACRIFICED TO APPEASB 
SPIRIT • 

Faiiabad U.P. A two year old child 

was sacrificed on the advice of a Untdc 
to please an evil spirit in Allapur Village, 
undar T*nd« police circle here- 

Accordirie to an official report rea- 
ching here, a sick woman was. advised by 
a tantrfk ;o sacrifice a boy to please tie 
evil spirit which had been harassing hrr 
for a long time- The woman sacrificed 
the onl) sod of her neighbour 

i In police recovered the body or the 

boy and arrested four person*, including the 
sick woman- 

(Times of India- 30th Aug) 
* * 

T1RUTIANI TbMi'LL MISAPPRO- 
PRIATION 

Fh« uamilnadu Gcve nmeai has appoin- 
ted Mi. R, N.itarajan, I.A.S., Member, 
board of Revenue, to hold an enquiry into 
Uie complaints that certain eo«ly and 
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precioui gems und diamond-studded gold 
ornament t>clonRicR to Sri Subramania- 
swamy temptc al Tirutiaoi have been 
tampered with and mutilated. 

The Government has requested those 
having any knowledge in this regard to 
assist the enquiry officer with relevant 
materials available with them' 

Hindu-2«-IO-'78 
* * 
PERIYAR CENTENARY YPAR 
PLEA TO COLLEGE OF RATIONALISM 

Dr. G. Ramacbandran, Vice Chancellor 
of the Gandhigram Kuril University, I 
suggested thai the Cnverment np-n a 

college of raiionalism and offer scholarships 
lo students to spread the ideals or the late 
DK leader E. V. Ramasamy. 

He was speaking at ibe Valedictory Func- 
tion of (he two Jay EVR cantenary celebia 
dons here. 

Chief Minister Mr- M-G. Rimashandran 
claimed that EVR's followers were grcwing 
h numbers and hoped castcism would be 

completely wiped out lo Tamil Nadu in four 
ur five decadls. 

Adverting to the plea that all -worship- 
pers be allowed to go upto the sanctum - 

MOCtOfum in temples, the Chief Minister 
said anyone who had sincere faith in God 
could go upto the Place. 

Kerala Governor Jot hi Venkatachallum 

unveiled a potrait of CVR. 

Courtesy . Express 
24-10-78 

COMMENT 

Well-intentioned ihougn it is, the sugge*.- 

lion ihot tae Government open only one 
college of (atlonalisan; is not logical. In 
theory at least rationalism is the basis of our 
entire education system, ivhichhthc product 
of western civilization, onr effotrs should be 
to weed out irrational beliefs whenever and 



wherever they c\isi f appear or reaper More 
pup^sefu) than opening a collegeof ration^ 
allsm would be for the Covernment (the 
Central and all the State Cevemenlsi to 
nationalise and secularise all colleges and 
schools being run by religious bodies of all 
denominations, trusts headed by ao-called 
spritual gurus etc and net to allow the 

opening of such institution? in Future. 

R. 1-ikshmir.arayanBn, 
Bangalore. 
* * 

ELECTION TO THE SENATE 

Mr- R Oaneasan. B. E. (Hons ) MSc. 
Kngg., a member of Indioc Rationalist 
Association and ■ sitting member of the 

Senate of Ihc University of Madras seeks re- 
action. Ciradjates now residing in the 
Madras University area are requested to 

support him. For detail* kindly write to him 
at 30. First Main Roid,Gadbinagar, Adyar, 
Modras-2», before 15th December, 78, 
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NATION MOURNS Dr KOVOOR'S 
DEATH 

AT BAPaTLA 

I lie veteran rationalist Pr. A T Ko*oor's 
deal 1 ! was mounted heic at a meeting o .gam 

«ed by Vidian Samltl in the 1. ill NGO's 
Home. 

Mr I. Madusudhana Rao, Llbrairian, 
GLLA presided ovci the meeting. Mcssra P C. 

Sat Babu, M. Raraakrishna, Sivaratnaiab 
and others paid tributes to Dr Kovoor. 

Mr E L. Narayana Prcpescd a vote 

of (l:aalts 

AT OTHhR PLACES 

Kovoor's death came as a shock to 
atheists, rationalists and humanists. In 
Gunlur, Tcoali. Lluru. Gudivada. Visakha- 
patanair. and in many other cities and villages 
condolence meetings were organised and 
people paid their respects to Kovoor. 



GORAJPS 76'ti DIRTII ANNIVERSARY 

AT VIJAYAWADA 

The biith Anniversary of late Oorajl* 

(urinei PicMO-cut of I. R. A. %as celebrated 
on a era nd scale at Atheist Centre. Vijaya- 
wada, There was a symposium on I5-II-J8 
which was fallowed in the evening by a 

public mc«:ing. Mr M. Probha. former 
Vlce-presid nt of IRA, prof. Ethiiajulu 
Principal, Gunlur Medical College. Dr. 
Vijjvam tie, spoke uu the occiskni un the 
same day an inter-caste marriage was Per- 
formed under the ptestdcritship of Mr. 
Prabakrji. 



ATPRODDaTUR 

We have also receeved reports that 
Gornji's Rift K Anniversary wis celebji;itcd 

at proddaiur by Trjih Seeker Reasersh 

Association, on 15-11-78 M/S C. Rangappa, 
A, Cliaiit!;.ncKa-n Ran, M C Venkaia Redly 

B Subbanoi Dr. Vijayam etc. Spoke on 
the occasion. 

AT HYDERABAD 

Free Thicket's Association. HAL. 
Hyderabad organiied u meeting to celebrate 
the Bi dli Anncvcrsaiy of Mr. Gora "ii 
1 4-11-71 Mf B Mallalah. Convener, hrifed 
how the ideology of rationalists like Mr 
Uora atd Dr. Kovoor inspried the foundation 
of the Auocifllion 

Mr. V. Nogcswar, Secretory for A P. 

Caste Eradication Sodery who presided over 
the meeting na, rated a few of bis personal 
expciintcs with Mr- Gora and bis ratiooa- 
listlc views acd stressed the need for (be 
Rationalist Associations to progate his 
Ideology . 

IyWsscis T, Dyvadeenam, Vljayanna, 
P, $athy»aara>'iiLia N. Papa Rao, Ramunua, 
Sarrna. and others stressed the necessity for 
ecooamic equality, besides social equality. 

Mcssers K. S. Raju and V Nagesvar 
clarified doubts of various members. 



5 PRIESTS HELD 

Ujjaln, November 3. 

Five persons said to be the priests of the 
historic temple of Lord Mahasaleshwar, one 

of the twale Jyotirlingas la India-were arres- 
ted on the night of October 30j3 I on charges 
of rioting, preventing Government servenls 

from disobliging their duties and threat© 
nlng to kill the Sub-D|v|»ional Magistrate 
of Ujjain, a Police spokesman lold PTI today. 
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The Vadium Irpnent- 
Myth, Mystery or Fact? 
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(Contd. from las; h%ic) 



FALLACY OF THE FIKST ORDER 

The foregoing details are enough to 
pro-c the •\lCQt of the mystic concept of 
ml-nc! as ft available In ancient Indian 
works Ayurveda relics on a non-distent 
slory uf relncarnatl'in t« find uul Itic cause 
of menial disorders and directs treatments 
towards heart for cure. 

What else could be more dangerous 
than this Ayurvedic concept of mental 
hygiene! Although . "Smhruta Sarohita" 
mcrtior.s mind to have materialistic essence 
(BHAUTIKANI CHENDR1AN Yr\YUR 
VEDE VARNYANTHE), on Ihc whole, the 

subject is clothed in dualism and animism. 
References to (he nature of mind and Its 
various forms are not objective analysis 
done On any scientific basis but are jargons 
of idealistic imaginations. 

To ho!d that mind U n pailof.'Con- 
science* and wisdom is another segment, 
thai knowledge erupts when mind comes 

Into contact with <a non-exiiierU) woul et 
at. It requires extraordinary fascinations. 
There is therefore, no substance in the 

claims, of revivalists to the effect that 
ancient Indian thoughts contained every- 
thing. At least in so far as the concept 
of mind ii concerned, giving credence to 



the revivalists' arguments would be fallacy 
of the first order- 

■1 am dissecting the heads of various 
aninals to explain (he essence of imagination, 
memor/ etc.", wvote Rene Descartes ' 1596- 
1*50) toe French philosopher, mathematician 
and physiologist. Though references attribut- 
ing Iheseat of mind to brala, could be found 

In works dating as Tar back as 5000 years BC. 
ic was Mr. Descartes who so determinedly 
presented the materialistic base of mlad and 
Its connexion tvlth brai .-, for the first tine 

However, no systematic works on the pheno- 
mena of mind and their relations with brain 
were done till Karl Marx pro-pounded dialecti- 
cal materialist solutions to the problems of 
Natural Science 

Basing on Marxist theories, V I Lenin 
wrote, "Sensation, thought, consciousness are 
the supreme product of matter organised in a 

particular way " (V.I Lenac works;. Moscow 
IM«, 14th Vol. page 43 >The works of Soviet 
Scientists, Ivan Michailavich Sechenov (1829 
I9C5) and his pupil Ivan Petrovlch Pavlov 
(1849-1936) confirmed the correctness of 

Marxist theories of dialectical materialistic 
solJttODSto the problems of mind and mental 
phenomena. And the pirticolai wav in which 

the product uf mailer ij organised In the 
processes «f 'BMMllous thoughts and com c- 
Ioikdms*. as envisaged by V I len'n was 
revealed" to the world). 

Materialist i tidies: If a generalisation is 

possible, nil tactual prucesscs can be grouped 
Into three categories. These are n.t specific 
divisions but a r e conditional and inseparably 
interconnected groupings rbey arc: 

(1) ii.iclUctml pic-ccsaei furmlug man's 
cognitive activity, 

(2) Emotional processes underlying man's 
attitude to the sorrounding phenomena and, 

(3) Valitbna. processes determining man's 
volilioaal «cts- 
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(I) Mao's cognitive activity basins wiih 
sensations which coniinuelo evoke perception, 
conceptions and memory. All these eottitute 
■thinking' which Is the highest form ofcoga 
live activity. Thinking enables man to gener- 
alise, analyse and to compare perceptions and 
conceptions resulting la the formation of 

judgements and conclusions. 

S;niatlon Is the primary mental condition 
product! hy the cerebral cortex ia the process 
of cognitive activity of the brain- The brain 
dose not directly react with outside objects 

but it acts through seme organs. Individual 

:)ii lilies of ohje;'s which are reflcctedthrou&h 
sens: organs are sensations. Eg. white, sott, 
black smoctH, rough, etc White may He a 

pronetlyofinoworchalk When one ipcakinf 
a white object it iidicttcs One ot its several 
properties based on on elemeMiary visual 

sensation 

But theproscssof reflection of objective 
reality dose not stop at the initial Stage. A 
person perceive* not noly the individual cuali 

lies of an object bu' the object as a whole... 

The process of mental activity by which the 
entire complex phenomena are reflected is 
perception. 

When one perceive* a tiling thst percep- 
tion leaves behind* in bit brain, traces of 
images of varviois vividness and when the 
encounter is over, he can reproduce these 
images. In th: c;rly stages of growth the 

image* cqsi in the brain ofa human child "re 
very poof *nd uaclear. When the child grows 
it develop, the faculty of speech and as a 

result E*ts Icap^ca yet mure and aiur.c cleat. In 
adultrnjd. the ability iospc.de an.l under- 
stand reaches complete development and 
nun becomes capable of gencralsatlorj and 

segregation of concrete Images. Simitar 
objects andphenomena are then givei common 
name corresponding to their qualities This 
process of fuimtigKpa'atc and abstract ideas 



of objects Is conception. Concepts areeipress- 
ed la words, Matter, gas. modeaty. blue etc. 

are expression* >f concepts. 

In the transformation of cognitive 
function, perceptions Images. and concepti 
are formed In the bruin. Rut these dn not 
complete the cognitive function of the brain. 
Theaa have tot to be aisesseJ. evaluated, and 
adjudged The final process U therefore jnng- 

oaflcit which establishes the relation of objects 
to, phenomena of. reality on the basis of 
percepts, lamgei and concepts. The expression 

I such as Swan is .vh lie. Sky is hhe, it Mil 
rair. to-dn>" etc. are judgements. 

From the ;»b >ve txplinallon It ihould 
not be t:a;> ijincl that congilive function is a 
lonp amd dragging pfocnasl No. it t.i the 

speediest oF all function* about vhich one 
can imagine. The rise of a sensati-n requires 
onL the lime needed for > servotsi irapjJsc !•> 
travel from the site of peripheral stimulation 
ofa scnsoiy centre in the cerebral cortex. 

It Is instantaneous aud- spoataocoua "The 
percepts and untcrstancing of what a person 
sees, hears, or in short senses and performs 
are an integral and dynamically Indivisible 
process M 

(2 1 Emotional processes underlying 
man's attitude to the surrounding phenomena; 
Whan -nan encounters objects or comes in con- 
tact with situations or when he examines 
certain things or matter he manifests his 

attitude towards what he perceives, that i* he 
experiences certain emotions, ^motions may 
be of joy, pleaiure, griefi AiSplesiisrei low 

hatred eta 

(3) Volitional process: Man's cognitive 
activity with rcfereJce to his encounter wilii 

the en •■'•- neats does not end vith certain 
emotional attitudes He also forms desires 
and strivlM to make changes In the eaviron- 
mcits end he translates these into doeds. Th 
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Is voliticnal process, ond it includes active 
attention. 

To be illustrative of what ha*e been 
explained above, are (be following examples* 

Imagine a mm looking at a tree and 
perceiving that it is a " tree. " I he perception 
of tree is the Aggregate of his scnaatlnns. re- 
presenting lUSize. colour, forms etc "Traces 
of Deceptions are consolidated and re tincd 
In the bralu. Sacli trace* of previously pctcci- 

ved objActs and phenomena are concepts." 
Ii is with reference to these previDusly percei- 
ved objects and phenomena tlat lie comes to 
the conclusion that It Is a tree, that 1 « calls ft 

by a name. say. for instance, a mango tree- 
"Man's ability to retain traces of past percep- 
tions sensations and to reprodu.ee them as 

concepts and ideas is called memory." 

Supposing that the man is looting at a 
painting, he perceives forms and colors (red, 
green, white, round etc) which transforms 
into objects And images. Ry comparing ihese 

perceptions with reference to the concepts 
already stored up as a result of fiis perilous 
experience lie concludes that the painting Is 
of a "sports paradt". fc a marriage procession 
eic". A conclusion Is possible only by think- 
ing. 

While looking at the painting man not 

only arrives at a conclusion but he also expe 
riencss certain emotions. These emotions, 
depend upon the at'.itude and mood of the 

person, the sorroundiu- environment, ths 
nature and forms of the painting.. They 
Ccmotlom) may be of pleasure or joy, 

vaxation or displeasure. 

Thu emotional attitudes result in the 
formation of desires and strivings which 
are then translated into acts and deeds 
1hl» Is known as volitional process. A 
healthy young and unmarried man looking 
at a masterly-made painting of a marriage 
proccs&loD may experience emotions af 



love and joy. And who kr.ows his 
emotional attitude does not end in the 
so-callc<i wlllfalnllneot.-th* volitional 

process! 

The cognitive nctlviiies are of the 
most complex nature. But how do they 
operate and vriat processes underlie these* 

Answer to these question! can be 
round in t lie physiological studies ofl.M 
Sechennv and I P. P«vlrtv. 

It is Important, ihercfore, to have 

cleat knowledge of the ant -steading 

materialistic tedchings of these eminent 

scientists for proper comprehension of 
Ihe subject. 

Sechenow who is popularly <no 
the "Father of the Russian Physiology'* 

was (he flrit in the ristory of world 
sciences ro demonstrate that al! mental 
processes nre conditioned by the work of 

brain and the mental activity is (he result 
of the action of environmental stimuli en 
the sense organs Pov|o\, "the brilliant 
successor f Sechenov's principal ideas 
developed the theory of higher nervous 

octivlty which Is the basis of modem 
medicine in general, and neuro pathology 
and psychiatry in particular. 

[to* be contd la next isiuej 



Fop New Readers 

A lew copies ol Hound Volumes of FR 

THOUGHT areavuilnble for sale: 
Year Vol No Price 

1973 V R, 8y- 

1976 VI Rs )0/ . 

1*77 VII u., 12l - 

Plea*e rush your orders to avoid disappoint- 
ment 

Treasurer, I K. A. 

Vfadras-K 
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Shankaran and 
Myself 



QtlMnd 



Shankaran is highly 
in- Botany. He Is young, 
spirited and has or 
tummon people, ie h 
monetary pursuits and 
country. During coil-eye 
mark os a leader. La 
join one Ashram as a 
of his duties Is to popu 



educated, an M.Sc. 
ictclliaent, public- 

g capacity. Unlike 

ad no interest In 
wanted to serve the 
life, he made hi* 
ter. be opted to 
life worker One 
laiise Yoga 



Shankaran is col the orthodox type 

He lives like any other educated man of 
bis age group. The Ashram claims to be 
progressive, and does not impose any 

ilgld code of conduct od Its workers, 
who are not paid, but whose needs are 
looked after. They are expected to Uvea 
simple life but not to ccurt poverty. 
They ere allowed to marry but on condi- 
tion thai the families would remain dedicated 
10 the Asbjam, lltoy will have go priva:e 
property, but the minimum economic 
security would be provided 

* 
The Ashram leaders who had already 

secured iioanci.il and moral support of 

many agencies In the country, colIU attract 

quiij a few young men and women under 
the scaeme sf a non-sanyasi cadre. 
Shaokafaa was ona of Irum. Hiving been 
:?i'Mcd in my city, he b-ppcucd i raest 
me. I treated him well an-d therefore the 
contact grew. Initially, be was formal and 
talked very little. But since tic bad few 

m 



acquaintances, he began visiting me ullen. 

I wfis frank ar.d made rry views clear to 
him, lest my goodness Is misunderstood as 
a support to his Ashram I told him that 
my interest wat only in bis life, and not 
in his ideology. At this, he just smiled. 
He never made any attempts to influence me. 

Later I discovered that Shankaran was 
spending hours to-gether in my house. 
without anv work and Calk. He knew 
that I was dead laalnst his chosen path 
of life and yet be was lingering around 
me. He seemed to be uneasy. 1 could 
understand his problem. la servic* or 

business one can express one's frustrations. 
It it a great relief. But in his line it wis 
impossi'ble. He hod to deny himself the 

right to be an ordinary hjman being. The 
result would be a secret mental torture 
Having he aid sympathy wiili roferooce [o 
such visws. he felt at home and began 
to spealc. He admitted ttiat all wat not 

well iusidc the Ashraii. Ho talked a K<t, 
-without direct reference to anyone. It was 
all vague. 

I listened for some tima and then asked 
him straight questions. 

"What Is your aim in life? Could you 
make It clear J" 

"It is to serve the people am. (he 
country," 

"Which way do you think, you are 
serving the people?" 

"By meant of Yoga. They improve 
their mental ttnd physical health. I 
inspire them, guide them.*' - 

"To seme extent it Is all right But 
shculd you do £t at the cost of ycur 
life? Do you think that the activity 
is worth the price?" 

FREETHOUGHT 



"No; It is oily (he beginning. It is 
the meam . for organising people. 
(Jradually I am inilucncing mors and 
mote people." 

"Then, what is the Goal aiuw" 

"it Is to awakeo the people, to make 
them realise the spiritual strength, to 

buid up a new India...." 

"You see, you are a man of science 

and you talk of a science of Yoga, 
the basic concept of which Is the belief 
In the inner or esoteric knowledge- 

Bui have you ever tried to know whether 
the basic assumption has any support 
In science?" 

At this, he felt cornered. I explained him 
various phenomena of illusions, delusion*, 

hallucinations and temporary insanities by 
quoting adequate authorities Shankaran was 

shocked and puzzled* Basicalli being a 
sincere man of science, he could neither 
laugh at mc nor could get angry with me 
After all everythlcg concerend his own lire. 
1 told him, 

"You were an ambitious anJ. capable 
young man and wanted to do something 
rare in life for others and become 
Important. There was nothing wrong 

in it But you cauic in cauiacl with 
a magnetic personality that seemed to 
give you the opportunity. You got 
alnnst hypnotised anfl jumped into this 

line, without knowing the conseqjences 
on yotir own life. Yoga today, is the 
bent instrument to etploit the hidden 

desire among educated people, who have 
lost faith in thernislvei, ts acquire 
sonc supernatural powers Once you 

separate your exercises from that belief, 
no money would flow in the Ashram. 
So, through yoga, you cannot serve the 
people in taking (hem away from igno- 



rance, fatalism and hypocrisy. Through 
yoga, you can mobilise resources, and 
man-power but you must tell people 
what they like- and not what Is true. 

Is it service?" 

Almost dlfarrced. Shankaran trios a po<*r 

defence He argues that the Ashram is v«y 
progressive, accepts scientific views and 

that he can openly discuss thejc in alters 

with his superiors. I tell him that il Is an 
impossibility. My advice was simple; 'so 
far as you are In. follow tticir code. But 
thick for yourself. And If you realise the 
mistake on your part, be bold enough to 
correct it before it is too late." 

I thought that Shankiran won't see me 
again. But his visits increased. We discussed 

many thing* ex;ept the vital issue. Shaukaran 
was' gradually gaining importance, He would 
tell me about his new achievements in 
influencing big men I appreciated such 

things as his successes in craft, which may 
temporarily relieve him from the frustration. 
He proudly mrrattad how some big men 

were quick and liberal in financing his 
programmes. 1 just asked hm about the 
other side of bis patrons' behaviour He was 
no. fool. H« koew every thing .veil and 
not only admitted it but told mc roaoy marc 

things which 1 did not know But still he 
considered it to be the way of mobilising 
funds from the rich to the poor. I left fiim 

at that 

One I point noticed about Shanlcaran. He 

was lacking coovic.ioni and wanted to know 
more of my rationalist vie#*. but without 
directly opening the topic. Once, ha told 
mc that he was iu the AaUiarn because il 
accepts science, it accepts irui.i. it gives 
him liberty and opportunity to search the 
truth. This was quit* contrary to some of bis 

confessions made aarller. Rut somehow he 
was trying to convince himself .bathe had 
do. takeua wrong decision, and that he 
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Was no failure- I told htm. You can 
never make two incompatlbles. compatible. 
Elcher you have to be a willy-nilly believer, 
or you have to quit the Ashram It won't 
be possible Tor you even to keep en) touch 
witt mo, ihe moment your patrons and 
followers com* to know about my views. 
They can tolerate such ideas only In so far 
as they are superficial, spoken out of fashion, 
as a mark cf wide reading. But the moment 

they discover- that I neai what 1 say. and 
thai 1 practise the same, be sure that you 
and I, would be poles apart '" Shaukanan 

gave a lon.d laugh at this. 

Once when Stiaokaran came to roc, I 

asked him a -delicate personal question very 
directly. "Whan are you going to get 
married?- What have you thought about it? 
I think that at this Bpe. you need a tlrl 
veiy badly. After all, shira&hasana Is no 
substitute for sex." Shankaran vvas caught 
unawares at a very vulnerable point. He 
became grave and perturbed, acd gave an 
artlfclal smile. It was clear thai t.e was 
impatient to get married. He admitted the 
desire. 1 knew that it was difficult for biro 
to discuss the issue openly. The problem 

was serlo us- 
Ue must bavc a girl from amongst the 

Ashrarnite casta. No oormsl girl wi uld 
accept such a roan w Ithout any proper means 
of livelihood, as her life's partner Under 

the brilliant sch-nu, the Ashram had 
recruited both, boys and girls. But the 
number or girls was loo small, as compared 

W that of boys- The Inevitable had already 
started brewing. I had learat from other 
soiree*, that Shackaran had already faced 
a disaster id oijb of bis adviiin.es Al'ici 
that his subconscious attitude towards his 
authorities had changed In spite of their 
displeasure, be started conducting classes 
for girls also. He had understood their 
weakness and hit own strength. It vvas 
difficult for the Ashram to retain trie life- 
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workars. Many of them had left without 
even giving Intimation. Moreover, (his 
As.-irarn was not thajnly institution in Ihe 
line Sbaokaraa bad made hla mark la 
Influencing business magnets aad bureaucrats. 
There were other swemljis who could offer 
such a worker, better terms under them. 

This bad slver, ShirTksran a new confidence 
But he won't disclose all this. He only 

spoke of the high admiration aad regard 

claimed by him from big people 

a» this, I took bis permission to tell 
him some unpalatable truth. He was prepared 

to listen- I [old him bluntly, "Vuur big 
admirers arc not y«>ur well-wisiers They 
ore your expl< iters. Yon arc a foul If 

they consider your path as ideal. #ou!d they 
allow their own sons follow It |f the SOBS 
so decide? Suppose you fall In love with 
a Jaughtcr ofoneoF them, would he accept 
you as a son-in-law? He would slro?ly 
revolt. Aad If at all, le ha* to reconcile 
with Ihe inevitable, ho would make you 
take up a good career." 

Sbankaran was very much disturbed- 
He did not knowhow to refute my arguments. 
He wer silent. I further to|<j Mm, "Now 
think of your Ashram leaders also. They 
have gained enough importance. They have 
plenty ot men lo look after their needs. 

The .Ashram h j s maocy. They w^uld be 
locked after throughout their lives They 
have no need of personal property. Bui 
what about yj U r life?"" Shankaran agreed 

to this; He even disclosed the troubles nod 
humiliations experienced by him in arranging 
cars to pick up the swar.ljls from Ihe air- 
port, and finding, out suitable hosts for thsui 

1 concluded, "Mr. Shankoran, you 
know everything. Now be very vicar abuut 
your purpose, fa this line, you have two 
options Either be a very important man 
by successfully exploiting important men, 
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Dr. Kovoor, 
The Relentless 
Rationalist 

M.St.S CasfcCne«y.J.P..U. M 
Attorney-st-law ft Nolacy Public 



Or Abraham Thomas Kovoor died on 
II Hi September, 1978 .it his residence, 

"Tiruvalla" in Wetlawaite io Sri Lanka 
"leaving behind no niiod or spirit l » bother 

credulous pet'plc". Acuordinr I 
his body was handed oYer t3 the Faculty 
of Medicine University < f Sri Lanka within 
20 jours of his death for tcieniifle research 
Io accordance with hU wishes his eye* were 

donated to the Eyu Donation Society. 
Within 3 hours of the death Dr. Hudson 
gllva hi'rmelF removed th* eye? with expert 

skill within a few minutes. These eyea have 
scned to restore sight to t«o lads in Mudr 
Dr. Kovoot's skeleton will be mounted 
and presented to Trurstin College as desired 
by him. He had been header the Der 

ment of science of this institution tf-.r 



to the best if y:>ur advantage, or be a 

frustrated foal, with all abaormalltle*. In 
any case you ire not going to stvc the 

people. living on cturily Is bjund to Ip 11 
your life. The longer y » ti somlnue like 
this, the greater you become a misfit lor 
any normal occupation in re it life Then 
you would doom yourself simply beenuse 
youMuuol do- anything else, Mr Sbaukaraa, 

you are intelligent emugb to understand 
everything but you lack the courage to admit 
your mistake and to rectify Ihe sam^. There- 
fore you ore reiortlng to self-de-oul, ^ckiag 



the last ',2 years of bJscaretr as a teacher. 
Ho bad earlier, been on the- staff of 
St. Thomas' College Mount Lavirjia, 
Richmond College. Galle add Central 
College Jaffna. It was in t e latter inslitutlon 
that he commenced his teaching career in 
Ceylon in 1928. having come over from 

Kerala at the invitation of Rev Percy 
T. Cash, the then Principal of Centra I 
College Mr. Kovoor whu was a graduate In 

Botany and zoology was appointed head 
of the science Department and asked to 
leuch icripluTe in addition ta Botany. Al 
the end of first year he wis ralieverl of 
his scripinre classes alt'iough his pupils 
had all passed with credit and distinctions 
initial Subject. When qntstldnds about the 

change Rev. Cafch had said. "Abraham. I 
knew you produced l;. beat resulti we ever 
had |.r scripture your students lot 

their faith in Ihe Bible". No better 
testimonial could hnve been given to this 
relentless rationalist crusader who held aloft 
the searing flame of science throughaut 
his long and active Ufa as a teacher writer. 
public speaker, film producer and actor. 
Mo _ e tian t'vo c? his cases are popular 
films In MftUyalaffl and Tamil - be even 
took ratlin them. There was hardly a 
day, *hit the loca preudid not car./ some 

false mtlonf hut actually aHowlnR 

yoar predatas life tc he sicrificed ou the 
altar of n illusion. Now I have nothing 
io diseases" 



After that day, Shankarm visited rue. 

only twice but h j was jold and formal. 
No-v if i meet him at ill, it is only by 
chance, somefme? In cinema halls, tad 
that too only to learn that these days he 
Is getting on -veil and has no time to think 
of anything otb»r thou the Asbram* 



DECBMBtK 1978 



«« 



Incisive letter or article on a controversial 
theme from his prolific pen As President 
of the Sri Lanka Rationalist Association, 
which office tie graced for many ysars up 
to his death he fearlessly exposed Ignorance 
and superstition at the highest religious, 
political and social levels aa.d severely 

chastised priests, politician, poltergeist, 
palmist, astrologer, light tellsr, card-reader, 
charmer, spiritualist and pundit alike. The 

pursuit of truth through science and reason 
was his life-long absorbing mission and 
the propagation, of knowledge and under- 
standing was his unremitting endeavour. 

Even from his sick-bed at the ripe age 
of 82 ytits afflicted with a. painful and 
fatal cancer which was sipping his vitality 
and Suffering from an attack? of Cardiac 
astna.na havtog survived three hear: attacks 
wtthln the l.isl t\>o rie-ffades. his mental 

faculties were unimpaired and alert and bis 
enthusiasm aod courage undiminished. Death 
hhd no terrors fur him, disease Of physical 

pfiln had not thesllghest effect on his resolir 
lion sad conviction He saw clearly the end 

approaching and fi«ed it all alone with 

fcrtitude-mt having even the solace of his 
only son Aries, a Research Professor in the 

University of Sorbonnc in Paris. iu tic ul bis 
bedside He bad cjurn&eoualy refused lo 
be removed to hospital scorning to have 
li.s life prolonged by artificial means He 

had mctlculou'ly lype-d the instructions to 

be carried out aftei his death including his 
brief obitjary. It read ' Dr. Abraham Kovoor 

died on— leaving behind n<< mind or sprit 
to bother credulous people: Hlsbjdy will 
be handed ever to the \fedlcal Faculty in 
accordance *lih bis whucV". 

It was most dittreising and regrettable 
that the Associated Newspapers of Ceylon 

and the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corpora t ion 
refused to respect the wishes of che deceased 
and publish the obituary on the ground 
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that 1he notice did not conform to the 
conventional, contained what in their ;> pinion, 
could 1 bo offensive to the susceptibilities of 
other?. It fBia in vain lb.it, I, a friend of 
the late Dr. Kovoor for over a third? of a 
century :-nd a vice-president of the S. L. R. 

A- Triad over t ie telephone to Convince the 

bureaucrat* Including the respectlte Oir<etor 
and chairman of both institutions that we 
were only seeking exercise a justiciable riuh: 

auarantcead \o even citizen of Sri Lanka 
under Sec 1 4 (I) (a) ofthe Constitution, 
namely, the freedom ofcxprcssi'in including 

publication I argued that this innocuous 
notclc could give no offence or shake any- 
pjqy's belief, hut to no avail- But this 
obduracyof officialdom did not altogether 

surprise me as although the Press published a 
iuiilar notice 4 yeari ago relating to the Ccath 
of Mrs Acca Kovoor the S.L.BC. bad flatly 

refused to do so. Dr. Kuvoor. the Irate 
husbend, thea lashed out against the S LB C. 
in the Tlmoa of C:ylon of th« 22nd 

November 1174- This raises a pertinent 
question whether the 1'ress Council Law 
takes cognizance of re final tn pi:hti*h notloes 

of this nature • If Ihers it no provision la 
tiie law is n >ta*ds. the casus omissus should 
be reclined without delay. 



However, not nil the ranks of Tuscany 
can stem or diminish the fierce onslaught 
against Ignorance and supersti'Son whihe 
this fearless r.humpin-n nf Rationalism IM 
and directed all his life. .His work will 
endure hit h In ihe written and spoken word 

in print and oa lape The continue campaign 
will with unabated vigour. We shall miss 
his genial anJ inspiring personality but the 

impetui he gave Iho Movement by his 
singular dedication to It will prevail. 

We can ask with the psalrrtlsi:- 
"0 death, wh re is thy aiing? 
O grave, where is thy viclory? 



FREBTHOUGHI? 



REPORT ON IHEU 
CONFERENCE 



— M. V. Ramamurty, (Vice President, IRA) 



The hfsloric Seventh Congress of world 
Humanists held undci the auspices of 
International Humanist and rUhtcaf Union 
at which Mr. V. M. larkunde. the Chaiiniaa 
-o> tlie Radical Hunurlsi Association of 
India WftJ honoured by beine presented the 
Humanist Award was held from 31st July 
to 4tn August 1978 at London. The venue 
of the Conference was the world famous 

London School of Economics at Aldwych. 
It was attended by about 120 delegates 
from about Ift countries ranging from India 

ic Ihe Bust to Slates and Brazil in (he 
west. 

After registration, of their names at 
London School of Economics on 3;$t the 
delegates met one another at a reception 
given by the British Humanist Association 
oa a lavish scale at Middle Temple Hall. 

All the leading lights of lutei .national 
Humanist Movement were there incl-jding 
the three presidents. Haward Radest (U S.A), 

Piet Thoacas (Holland), Miliaile Markovlc 
(Yugoslavia), and Dr. Van Praag. founder 
president of I H. E. U., Tarkunde (India), 
Ms. Barbara Smoker and others. Making 
new acquaintances;, renewing old friendships 
exchanging Information, recalling old 
memurlcs, remembering eld iriends. engaging 

ir discussion of serious matters interspersed 
with pleasantries wai the order of the day. 
It was a rewarding experience for the 

Inveterate atlenders at coolerence and the 
new comers alike. 

Mr. V'. M. Tarkunde. Mr. M. V. Ra.ma- 
nourthy, and Ms. M. V Subbunimn represent- 
ed the Radical Humanist Movement of 
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India and IRA. Mr. and Mrs. Lavinati 
of Vijayawado attended the conference on 
behalf of the Atheist Movement led by late 
Gora. One Mr. Patel an Indian r siding 
In England completed the lnd:an team 

Theme of the conference w»s significant 
in that it denoted *Wo:k foi Human needs 

ins Jus: Society*. The conference was 

rnor« o. less a seminar in that it c 

of talk-, by outstanding persons on several 

topics and discusshn groups buttling with 
several problems The UlU were arranged 
on tte morning sessions of 1st, 2nd and 4th 
August. The discussions continued from 

after-noon of III to the marring of 3rd 
Reports from the discussion groups were 
made on the morning of Jih. The conference 

devoted considerable time to pass tic 
resolutions on third ard fourth. Here 
an groups discussing material raised in 
plenary session, cults ofunreasoo; whai can 
Humanists do to huraaaisc work and create 
a more just society; Is (.coujmiam and 
belief la the god of Growth' the ne.v 
religions; Multinational organisations and 
their control; and population. In "soma 
groups the discussion was inspiring. ini*n:-c 

and lively and in souie it dragged on in 
dun manner U all depended on the chair 

parson, the texture of the group and the 
nature of the subject 

RESOLUTIONS: In „)| seven drart 
resolutiojs were submitted to the conference 

when Mr HoAard Radest Presided. Out of 
tjese five wsro passed with minor dorniii- 
caticms and two were rejected after * lot 
of controversy. The resolution on 'Equality 
For VYvmca' sponsored by tUc Nation! 
Women's Conference the American I 
cal, Union stating ihat "full and unrestricted 
freedom for wornei to nuke individual 
choice affecting family life, child bearing, 
abortion, education ant career development. 
and to attaia equal standard of employment 
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are essential to the democratic process' was 

.imed. Trie second nuoluttoo related 

to the KCirntific hreakthroneh of nation it 

ible for conception ouisids the womb 

an I thu* permitting infertile couples to Have 

en It was sponsored b> Pad I Carta 

(U S, A ) and o hers. It hailed the success 

cf the technique of Test-tube baby and 

deplored objections that are being fntcerf 

by the Roman Catholics and other author*- 

ia religions. Tie resolution affirmed the 

principle of freedom of choice and the righ 

of individuals to determine renpowibic 
matters concerning th=ir .nvn private lives- 
The itilrd icsoluiion moved by prof. 

R Scorer pointed out the ex:essof population 
ij the major cause of several ills. The 
conference opined that caeca of population 
is one of the major crime** of the ills of 

the wo I Id. The congress declared that 
limitation of population is a prime necessity 
for the creatioa of n clvllMed myfl life- 

The resolution on •work' emanating from 
the discussion Group F read thus: the 
Humaulst AUiiude to 'work where this may 
be paid orouuide the market - sess it 
contribution to social aeccssilies and to die 

quality oflife.and not aso means of getting 
material poaaaaalons for the worker, acid. 
.metbiaft which should beavail- 
atlc to all and valued by ail " n.c last 
resolution urged the governments to Inform 
developing and subsequent >ns aS 

early and as clearly *s prsiblc about 

happi'iKd during «b. National SodaKftl 

period in Germany Tbe purport of the 

lution was to develop tne eonsoieace 

of young people In »«cn • manner 

they will ant be seduced by Neo-fascists 

i way the resolution focussed the attention 

the Congress on the danger of Nso- 

Pawiat icpdeociea. the consensus w»» thai 

a comprehensive resolution en violation of 

human eights waa desirable rather thin 

dealing with the UUialfon in any one Biggin 

eowtey. fhe second resolution that *as 



rejected by the congress was sponsored by 
Dr. Mazerei on Iran. It has an interesting 
career. It read thus as originally moved. 
"For the practical application of humanist 
prin;iplc in the* societies, the Cobe""" 
recommends to different organisations and 
individual! to consider ihc possibilities of 
forraatk'ii of an independent humunlsi 

political tarty or humanistic oriented 
political organisation ." 

REPORTS OF rfVjeMBLR ORU4N1SA 

TIONS; The Presidents or Secretaries of 
National organizations presented their report 
to the Uongress on ML August. Mr. 
M.V. RAM*.MURTHY submitted the report 

on behalf of R. H. Associsilon in a five 
minute speech. He teferrcd to the pro- 
grammes like DIVINE MIRACLE 

EXPOSURE CAMPAIGN conducted by 
Indian Rationalist Association, 

RECEPTION AND EXCURSION- The 
South Place Ethical So:iety which was one of 
th : Ethical Societies in England accorded a 
reception to tne delegates oa the even ng 
of 2nd The Rationalist Press Association 
was the co-host. At thij function many 

leidcrs of O'gaalsationS which were ao: 
formally affiliated to IHbU, for eg- National 
Secular Society** Ms Barbara Smoker, Jim 

lljrrit, Dccdhcka- the picsidcot. secretary 
and treasurer were present Blackham the 
revered leader af British Humanist Movement 

was thcic along with his wife. Many 
humanist orsatisation cculd not set them- 
selves affaliatcd beecause of the high rate 

of . Tec and the onlscon-epUon 

about tne jii.J tltiiude of the humansit 
organisation. Militant atheist organisations 
kept aloof Ihoagnthclf leaders a re Individual 

members "if I. H F. II 

ther notcwor:bv event was the sight 

seeing trip down the Thames by bsat on 
th* evening on 3rd Buff-it dinner and dance 

were the other attractions. 
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PRESENTATION OF HUMANIST 

AW\RD 

At the final mcsticg of the congrei 

4th presided over by one of the Titoka. 
Mr.Howard Radesi of USA., Mr Haile 
Mihaile Markevtc of Yugoslavia read the 
citation- He eulogised the services of Mr. 

Tarkuodc to the cause of preservation of 
democracy- The chaii-person Mr. Radest 
presented the awaidto Mi. Taflcundc amidst 

all round acclaim bv clappinR of hands 
for a longtime Camera* clicked and bulbs 
blazed at that event. Tt was a lucinorable 
event for all and especially for the Indians 
who were present thsre.? Mt Tarkuodc made 
a brilliant speech which impressed all. 

TALKS AT THE PLENARY SESSIONS 

Three talks cacti *cre delivered on the 
first Second and thiri cf August 
On 4th at Ihc third plenary session there 
were two Wilts besides the inspiring and 
lacidddress of :o-president Mr,|Pict thoenes 
; Holland) on "The way forward-what 

Humanist! can do'" Mr- James Dilleway, 
former senior officer. Economic Affairs, 
U.N. Economic Gom-nisston for- Em ope. 
Geneva divided the questions about work 
and life into fiv« categories: work and the 
total environment work democracy and 
rcmancratloa; Education for work and life. 

That tbe economic system is realty part of 
really part of social community, that dn- 
employment is artificial and can be dona 

away with, thai there i* great need for 
over all planning, that the use of energy 
must be slowed down in developed regions. 

that division of work should *ot be carried 
too far. that a third element in pay besides 
the wage and the share in social services 

by wayof* share of uational income, way, 
National Dividend for all citizens is the 
need of tbe hour, tha* Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights la still a valid document 
In order to determine our attitude to work 



-.»mc of the points made by him 
stated that Responsible work should be a 
part of life and oot something to te endured 
in rciurn for a life outside work**. He 
uttered a grave warning that there is Ibc 

danger of :ne world polarising into 
main groups — an expert working rru 
cracy ■hove and dcsliuctive, auar-liic sub- 
culture below. Mr Howard (lade si. Pro- 
fess jr of Philosopiy. Ramappo College of 
New Jcresey talked »u Dumb jobs and 

Gb-od jabs'. He advocated a recunsfuctcd 
workplace built on an alternate metaphor, 
technology and Imperative; to move from 
dumb jobs is to create jobs that are inter- 
esting, that require our judgement and intelli- 
gence, that integrates ends w;th means' is 
bis opinion. He thinks that it is realistic 

and practicable. He asks for industrialism 
where work is worth doing for human beings. 
He cjI's it humanistic industrialism. 

Mr. James Robertsoa. author and 
lecturer gave a very thought-provokirg talk 
on 'Choice of Futures.' He posed two alter- 
natives-l dyper-expaniionist vision (He) and 
Sa»;c, Humane, Ecological (SHE) vialon. 
He advocated the latter. He argued and 

summarised thus: "The He future would be 
on< in which most people would have no 

meaningful work, only leisure. It the SHE 

future work will be perceived as the central 
activity which gives meaning to peoples 

lives. I: will be however be a different <ind of 
activity form of work in industrial society. 
Industrialisation transformed work into jobs 

(CDiplo/mcat) in which the task ia defined 
for the worker by some one else. In post 
industrial society much more work will be 

>clf-dcliQC-. Thcic will be nucli more >tli- 
emplovmert, and much more asef I and 
fulfilling employment ' 

Mr. Mihale Mirkovic Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Belgrade sp>ke 

OQ 'democratisation of ecopornic decision 

making'. Mlreille O&min-Lamargue of 
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Prance spoke on 'Women's needs-Arc v<e 
doing Enough?' Mr. Renate Bauer gave a 
lalb .10 'y°wlh and uncmpioyiDGOt '■ Mi . Jamea 
Heixine addressed ihc congress on 'Real 
Education- the seed for change*. Mr Peler 
Draper of Guys Hospital, London '.alked 
about health-promoting economy. 



MERTriNO OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF IHTU. 

the last meeting of the Board of 
'iructors of IHEU waa held on tbo evening 

of th at Mount Pleasant hotel when almost 
all -nerabers attended. Mr. M. V. Rama- 
mur'.hv deputised for Mr. Daru. He question- 
ed the propriety of inviting all those who 
called themselves as Humanists to attend 
the congress as decgates irrespective or the 
fact whether their organisation is affiliated 

to the IHEU cr not Ft was stated from 
ine presidium that this mailer wi!I receive 
the attention of (he Board if tome national 
Ofgaaiaton formally raises It. Mr. Tarkunde 
iuggssted that IHEU should devote greater 

attention to the problem of raising the 
standard of living of the people of ihe 
developing and tinder-developed countries. 

Then the progi.iin.iic suggested by Mr. 
encss to be undertaken by humnnuis in 
the fields of philosophy, social vork and 
educational: field wgg taken up for discus- 
sion The consensus WAS thai the national 

organisation ahculd bo left free to frame 
adequate programmes in that regard, It vita- 

Uons were oxteaed for holding llic ucu 
congress. India is arte of the countries that 
extended an invitation to the IHEU. 

The Congress enable the workers of the 
tiuma-.jsl movement in several couctftei to 
come closer to grapple with several common 
probtemi and to exchange aotMi In thai 

sense it was a huge success. A 
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T**E 'GOOD OOO v AND 
THE MAD DOG 

-Vidv 
the good g«»d" 

created a dog 

and Sent him down 

to live with noan- 

Jhe god was wise 
and all was alee 

days passed on 
the dog became mad 
ran here <i nd there 
roamed near and far 
children at him stcned 
and the elders caned. 

the poor beast 
snarled in paio: 
'god. O m> god, 

be to me kind", 
tie god descened 
to save the ward. 

but the dog was mad 
nnd bit the god 
god barked as dog, 
growled as mad- 
chiiarcn at him stoned' 

and th© olders caued 

god screamed, 
tears itreamed- 
as nobooy came 
to sec or save, 

the god moved 
from place to place. 

Aa lie bfcd no hope. 

with desperation 

on his own cre*ti n 

hiving 00 alteration 

in a self-alutoallon 

the "good god" died. ^ 

FKfcfaTHOUGHr 



The Monkey 
Trial 



&,&. 



air.aitp 



J.l 



<z)aras 



'Monkey Trial 1 is a famous court case of 
America and was foughtoutin law-courts 
mauy years ago. ti attracted world-wide 
attention because of its uniqueness. It* pro- 
ceedings were carried by the world press 

prominently. 

It so happened that an engineer. Rappe- 

live by name, had id unnecessary irgutnent 
with a priest Rappelive insisted that Dar- 
wlns theory of evolution of the species was 
right But the pilcst claimed that Bible's 
theory of the creation was undoubtedly 
correct. 

The continuing argument collected a 
crowd. The priest had no arugroent to 

support his assertion So he sent fur a (cacher 
John -cotes who taught biology in the town 
of Daifnin Tennessey State. TVsedays the 
law was that whatever odc taught la schools 
should conform to the Bible. The theory nf 
evolution claims that life developed from 
smaller organisms. This Is comrar) to 
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Bible's teachfng. That was why the priest 
was telling the engineer that man descended 
fium the skies on the earth. John Scote's 
problem was lhatthough he had come along 
at the priest's request and taught according to 
BitVc Id his classes, he himself did aot believe 
n that 

Hii arrival ou tire scc« gladdcced ihe 

priest who fell sure lhat now fie engineer 
could be worsted in argument. But he had 
the sheck of bis life when he found that nis 
Invitee. Ji>hn Sootes. was supporting the engi- 
neer's argument. 

Thcpriest forgot the enpjneerand turned 
round on Scotes and angrily declared that in 
such a religious state as feu ue»cy it was In- 
tolerable that a teacher preached theor.es 
contrary to the teachings of the Bible, He 
complained stroogi) to the school authorities 
against Scotes The easier way nit would 
have been to terminate the services of anti-re* 
ligicus Scotes. But at the instance of the 
priest the school authorities decided to 

prosecute tie tMOber, so that he could be 

idcqu«icly punisned. 

The case was filed on May 6. 1925. The 

law point in tac cose was just that John 
Scotes had violated the Tennessey law So he 
ihould be punished. But the dimensions of 

the quancl bad by then expanded It was 10 
longer a legal battle between a teacher and the 
priest bat between religion and science The 
court had tc decide whether what the teacher 

said was right or wrong Wat the Uschor 
doing his dutyof imparting true krtowledego 
to pupils? two questions instead of one. The 

scope had became lirger. 

Both aidoa started preparing their cues' 
Advocates of science began to getreadyto 
take the matter right up to the Supreme 
Court. The otQer side too began to prepare 

in earnest. Since no side was prepared for a 
compromise, the case was fought out 
vigorously. 
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Citizens Freedom Union of America ent- 
ered in the side of the teacher, to ensuie (bat 
no teacher ever goi punished fur leading (he « 

truth. Defence engaged Oca use Harrow, 
(he most famous lawyer of the lime. For (he 
religious side the lawyer was William Bryje, 
thrice presidential Randiriate for the "Democr- 
atic party. 

More than |0© correspondent of world 
press covered the trial which hit the front page 

everyday. The? flew in From many enitntrtes. 

The Darrow Telegraph Offict had to engage 
22 new employees to cjpe with the telegraph 
traffic New lines had also to he laid 

Everyday new* worth two lakh vent out of 

the town. 

Beth side* had one chief lawyer each. 
But the number of assistants was Urge for 

both sides. All the leading lawyers of the 
country had ccme to help in the case- Tenn- 
essee's A.t:orncry General, Thames Stewart 
appeared in parson for the State. 

The lists of witnesses from both sides 
contained University teachers. BerentistS t 
religious heads, acmbers oft nc legislatures 

and other top people 

The case went ud forquitcU'ns The 
Judge wa« Chief Justice John Calston tncl 
there were 12 Juries. Three of the Jury bad 
read enly Bible and no other t>ootataii 

One #a» illiteraie. Other two were 'inly 
semi- literate 

Uirrow addressed the court as defence 
lawyer. "Today teachers are being prevented 
from teaching the crab Tomorrow people 

will be prevented from publishinn ^ucii 
literature And the day after there will be 
ban on thinking andspeafcir.g. WcshaUbc 

forced back int. i i ie I St h country, when those 
who sought tu awaken knowledge in js were 
burnt alive" 

Lawyer Bryne for thetradilionalisis said-- 
"Bible that lus been kinJliog. inner light for 
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ages that word of God cannot be proved 
wrong by today's books. God's word cannot 
be false jThfl n. onkey 'cannot be man': 
ancestor" 

Defence lawyer Harrow conducted his 
his cross-examination seriously. He a>ked 
Biyne- Yju believe in every word of the 
Bible 1 ? 

Bryne had written many articles on Bible, 
Hi? iscver eonld be nothing but, 'Vw'. 

Then Darrow read out a sentence from the 
*Blble-**The {sun was created on the fourth 
day** 'and he asked-oao you tell now co-uld 

there be morning and evening without the 
sun? And when there was no sun how was its 

creation calculated to have been after four. 

days" 

Defence lawyer went on raising his que 

stions He askej 'According to Ihe Bible 
God curscdit te snake to move by crawling on 
its belly for having misguided Adam and Eve 
into eating the forbidden fruit. How did the 
scakemovc before.that?" Bryne couJd give 

no answers lo these questions. He went un 
celling tbe defence lawyer an atheist. 

Fin :lly came the lay when the cose 
ended- The court read out a small judge* 
ment in ten minutes r hundred dollar 

foe and coal of prosectuor'a case 

This judgement was welcomed b) the 

religious people Bryne fall so deeply hurt 
a: the inadequacy of his reading and know- 
ledge that after two days he died. 

(he town of Dayton (then population 
2000) has now developed a lot. It has i 

universit> named after Bryne In which 

nothing can be taught cootiary to Bibles' 
teaching* But now this rule Is only on 
pjpci, it ia uwt really practised- A film 
based on it Intent the Wind' too was made. 

(Courtesy — Nagpur fimesjA 
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The Blood - 
Thirsty Gods! 



-<)li.,.n 3. QkJ~, &■«..//.. 



It happened the only other day. The rcpor 
appeared in Malayaln Mannrama of 15-10-78 

of the Sacrifice of a thiee-year old female 
child b> Its own lather in Canjilai -village In 
FUrdot. U-P This is only yet another incident 

of Us kind in out country-a relic of the inhu- 
man and barbarous past to which we are 
Inheritors. That this horrendous: crime 
should have been committed on the advice of 
iyad proves the strength of the jtfp which 

superstitious beliefs hopes and fears have 
on man in our country. 

1 would not dare to blame or condemn 
the ignorant, superstitious rather who sacrifi- 
ced his chili, the "inm.ceot lamp". On the 

couttaiy, my sympathies arc for this poor 
creature of his environments Born, brough 1 
up and used to the conditions obtaining in his 
environments, perhaps he couklnoi have acta} 
otherwise. What a pity that there are tnou- 
sands, even millions, like him everywhere 
who believe that the god or godsihcy believe in 

lava tit he mollified with blood It is only 
the fear of the law that restrain* many in our 

cou ntry from perpetrating such crimes, though 
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occasionally wr get reports of similar human 
sacrifices here and there. 

'All religions I have studied about have 
blood-thirsty gods Tbey could be mollified, 
pleased or coaxed with sacrifices alone A 
study nf rellgiofli. whether living or dead, 
would show to the discerning how exacting 
have been men's gods. During the wwtng 
and harvesting leuoiu, in times of danger or 
calamity, ihe gods have to be placed Id 
ancent times, men used to perform human 
sacrifices to gods to induce them to give ferti- 
lity to the soil, io give men p'otperlty and to 
rid them cf pestilences, dangers of war and 
other calamities. In hh book 'The Masks of 

God-Oriental Mythology". Joseph Camphell 
h^s enumerate: instances of such practices at 
differemtirnestriroughout the world, l he royal 
temple of Ur excavated by SIR. LEOMAR.D 

Wolly showed whole courts Interred alive. 
In Summer, such practices continued up to 
'/350 B. C. In Malabar, in South India, the 

cult of kings ceremoniously slicing themselves 
to bits prevailed upto the 16th Century A. D. 
'Campbell writes: "In - tbe temple of the 
Black Goddess Kali, the terrible one of many 
names difficult of approach ( Durga) who ! e 

stomach U j v. jd and so can never he filled 
and wfcose womb is giving birth fot ever to all 
things, a river cf blood has been pouring 

coctiiiiH'sIj fi.n aiiilleaiuins. from bchcaJcd 
offerings, through channels carved to return it 
still living, to i:s divine source" Before the 
lean on hum-in sacrifice in 1*35. Kali was 
relishing humans also besides bufljloes, sheep 
pigs and fowls. Now. it seems, Kali Is con- 
tent with the Wood of sheep. 

In the Shiva temple. Tanjore in South 

Indiii, a mole child used to b; sacrificed 
before the aJtar of Kali every Friday at the 
holy hour L f twilight, la 1830, the ruler of 
BaMni in Midhya Piaccsli, one day offered 23 
mei to gain Kali's favour! In the 15th century 
a king of Coocti Behar Immolated i mere 150 
humans »l Kali's altm .'! In die Jainlia hillii 
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f Assam, a royals family used in offer a 
human victim at Dur*:a Puji every year 

"By one human sacrifice with proper 
rites, the goddess remains gratified for a 
thousand years." says Kallki Puraaa of 
(he 10th century A 0. and hy the *nnrifi- 
ce of iireemen, hundred thousand . Shiva 
In his terrible aspect, as the consort of the 
goddess is appeared For three thousand 
years by an offering of human flesh. Far, 
blood, if immediately consecreated, becom- 
es Rmhrncis ;iod. since the head and body 

are extremely gratifying, these should be 
presented In the worship of the god den* 
The wise would do well to acd such fleifa, 

free from hair to tlkir effcring of fuod. " 
Suci victims and the priests can truly feel, 
as ihe Bhsgvad Gita says "even as worn 

ouL clothes are can off aad others put on 
that are oca, jo worn out bodies are cast 
off by the dweller in the body and other! 
put on UMI are new " 

Thiough human sacrifices arc very rare 
now buffaloes, sheep, fowls etc. conti- 
nue to cater Co the needs of gods and god- 

dt*?c>. Perhaps Buddhism and JaJniaju 
have had some sobering effect in some parts 
of India, in itaat fruits md vege tables or 
fluv»ci* often icplacc istfmalaand humans 
The breaking of coconuts, hinging of vege- 
tables and scarecrows at foundation ceremo- 
nies, in front of newly constructed buildings 
etc are mthiiy but the ve^ri^e* of rnr 
bloody sacrifices oi me pa,!. 
\ 
Otter organised religions of «hcv.">rjd 
also : ave a significant place for sacrifice 
in their the d.igies Take the Jewish religion 

for instance. The god of the Jew*, Jehovah 
was a blood-thirsiygod Accordiog to the 
Bible, the two sons of the first man Adam. 
viz Cain and Able offered to God the 
first products of their toil While Abel a 
shepherd, offered fal femes, Cain a toilet 
of me ground could offter only the fruits 
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o his toil And what was the result ? The 
Lord had respect unto Abel, But unto Cain 
ape to his offering he had not. Going 
further into the Bibje. we Hod thai (he 
Lord demanded the sacrifice of Abraham's 
only son Isaas. From the Bible one can 
cllc many other, instances cf the rites of 
sacrificing children by parents to satisfy 
Gods The rite of sacrificing by 'burning 
the firs: born alive was practis;d in Canaan 
and in. North_Africi in Israel, Moab. Judab 

and Csrthige. 

Coming to ChrUrlanlry. an offshoot of 

Judaism, It is n o wonder therefore, tut 

the Son had to sacrifice himself to 

God tfc* Father The sacrifice of the only 

begotten ion of God. "whose body is 
bread and whose b|oo<! is wine." could 
'• atone for man's original lin of dis- 
obedience to God. Thus the Christians 
have the Eucaarist which is but anotier 
version of the primitive rite of eiting a 
dead goo. Here, it is iateresting to note 
that the Mahayana school of Buddhism 

also ernpliasNcs scif-sacrl flee -not extinguishi- 
ng the self but lovingly devoting it to the 
set vice of others at the cost of whatever 
suffering such services may bring with it. 

In Islam alsc. sacrifice hns its impor- 
tance rta the Id festival ihousanJs of sheep 
are slajghlercd. Islam also countenances 
the sacrifice of hUMaai who do not conform 
to the teach logs , of the Quran in certain 
cinenmitances 

Sacrificing to gods and godcesses is no 

new concent in retigirm*. As long as man 
believes in religions and all the supersti- 
tions that so with it, Were will be men 
anu women in this world who will go to 
any extent lo supplicate the supernatural 
Man-paor man- when will he be able to rid 
himself of fhe Frankinstein whom ;ie has 
created in his imagination and whom he 
calls God/ 
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BOOK REVIEW 



'Lord of the Air' 



-By Tal Brooke 

Tal Brooke's Intimately personal iccoool 
of bis probligs into Eastern mysticism in 
India lay bate ihe "Invincibility" of our 

rruchialked about godmen and babas. And 
It especially pricks ihe bubble of myth 
surrounding the super showmen of them all- 
Saih>u Sai Boba. 

THRQUP.ST 

Tal Btocfcc's metaphysical quest for 'the 

greatest cosmic prizeof ail. Nirvana' hasbeen 

nurt ured from childhood and prompted his od. 

-v Uirough Timothy Lcary, psychoonalysii, 

nystlctera and TM . After an abortive earlier 
trip to India. Brcoke decided to meet ihe 
guru who had made Tant-atlc claims us the 
reincuofllion of Krishna and Christ a ndwhose 
i pjblicteei miracles were featured 
in Newsweeic In 1969 Once iu India. Tal 
Bro'okcV peregrinations take him to the 
ashram of Sathya Sai where he hopes to find 
tie <ue messiah in bis own words. "1 
bin close. t foreign disciple for many months. 

l Wrote a book foe him, spokt before va* 
audience and was g' N cn endless personal 

favours of Babi; then ihe tabtea suddenly 
turned on me" tt[ Brooke's deliverance in 
the' end. and the climatic -discovery of Baba s 

pcivcrsien ccroef as a bombshell for him. 

Belote coming lO India, Brooke bad his 
LSD (tips and beard Tim Lcry's forcefol 
sepM As' a truth -seeker tlnugh Brooke 
had ofieo been rJHOOBtlted b> Hie ou;ward 
suggestion of irrationality, he consoled him- 
self with the Vedanlic axiom 'Don't let out- 
war S apn;arinCiss*ayyoufronuh= billion 
of truth within'. Hut one might ask if the 
truth be had sought out to find in Putta 
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parthl vvas worthy jf reverential surrender 
that would mean even putting up with the 
Babas sodomic advances on ttie auitor. But 
then had out tlic author stayed on till the 
final coup tle-grtice months later we might 
have missed a wonderfully readable first hand 
account of tiie true nature ot things behind 
Ue religious veneer of the HaWa. 



OPULblNCE 

Ihe narrative nnfuld* iu uiaiy places 

highllghine the pompous extravaxama of our 
godmen in sharp contrast to (he pitiable 
conditions n -which most of their gullible 
follower* live Mahanshi Mahcsh Yi 

ushram was 'hlghclass* and had rich Banarcs 
silk. In the room of Sal Baba Brcok senses 
'opulence that bordered nnhvishnesi!' Baba*'* 

chair was a teak -and-silver affair, covered 
with a Bengal tiger-skin! He 'BrindavaV 
was once trie summer home of the king of 

Nepal and has several acres of garden. 
Baha's bedioom itself was "ultra-plusa and 
acalcd-off" (fur his nefarious activities?) 

Baba's living style was regal loo Hit 
devotees even maVe a (lower bedecked path 
for fcim-syenophanc; pa f -excellence indeed I 
His bed was made ot precious in laid teak 
p aated with gold l*af Wien Baba reclines 
weating a monngrammed white Silt pown.it 
Is on a large silver plated swivel couch - 

Opulcn-x indeed at the cost of his disci ple s 
»vho pour their offerings and admiration 
unquestioningly! 

PLATITUDES AS PIULOSPHY 

We find the Sai Baba vhiilng places In bis 

Hm usine followed by his entourage of syco- 
phants. This great impostor 'In a brilliant 
red gown his nalr raised up Afrostylfl 

in a giani cumulus cb>ud »f wiry bUcle 
strands" ia often fouod sermonising ani mju 
thing platitudes "Loveis oae, love ia to know 
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G'd.*' or again oa another DOOflshra when he 
exhorts his followers to 'start the day with 
love- - live the day with I >vc Fill the day 
with love, spend the day with love. And 

end the day with love, This is way wOo ' 

PREDILECTION": AND FOWL! S 



Ami*' Sal Baba's personal predilections 
is betel chewing (downiigbt earthly I ,- -even 
during hhujan sessions, lie prescribes saCvic 
fnod -of spices f.»f ruretgners; b it h s own diet 
is uo-satvic- He pjod catesthsl 'Anger is 
weakness' but does no: bice his wrath against 
Gill aed the author himself in the ?ad- 

The wg»llsi iu Baba carts the adulation 
of the crowds by the deft magic of his jiira- 
cies. 2vco the author spjke and sang paeans 
fn praise or guru. On dldo'l Baba have his 
human fo ilbles? We find aim blatantly lying 

to help Marsha and India w.ioljjd illcgilly 
overstayed In India. He once hid chroaic 
appendicitis, hut maintained that he iii.x i, 

over from one or his 'bakthas* to care the 
latter. And his davotaes twatlOM 1 this m.st 

irrational explanation ! Bas/s detcitptioa of 
Anthony's father's house was all wrong He 

was of course not omniscient. He didn't even 

know that the boy patrick *rta nn he ml 

seduced lived just down tic r.- id, but belived 
'trui the light-skinned fcngto -Indian bjy was 

an Amcric ui\ 



As one by one disillusioned wjtteiD follo- 
wers leave, a freash contingent arrives t <o 
keep up the supply from abro.tj . Baba hin-' 

s;l( keeps shifting his favours and the, chosen 
ones. 

THE DEVIVTR 

Bads used co hug nni cares bis youog.r 
max devotees from abroad, apparently 
showing kindness But wis there a hamose 
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xnal lurking* behind the relic ic us facade' Baba 
hugs the author lightly with a 'nudging 
pelvis' arid is and audacious enough to ask 
'you do not like it f When the author's 

respcpcc is poor. ' Very weak hug", says 
Baba and calls for t tight embrace which the 
author obliges with a "chc&t-ci u>hiug 

squeeze." The godrnen's pelvis moves again- 
another divine manifestation of Baba. 
Evcu after his personal experience the 
author in his spotheasSs of the Baba thinks 
it is *ome from of tantric purification and 
decides He can't be queer—.. I have to 
follow him in hllnil fillh That is the 
answer-b-jt what answer did Tal fl ooke 
finalljget? 

Revelations tboal Babe's private pVo- 

bings with seventeen year old patriot comes 
as a bimbshell. Baba finds bliss and 'anaada' 
in reichiog down and un?lppiog the boy ! 

Worse things folbw which will shock the 
reader. Yet the Baba is offended by a 
Canadian mm and girl sleeping under one 
mosquito net! The experience is shared 
by others as we' I. Earlier Baba had dis- 
couraged the author after his speech and 
had even bluffed .that it was unintelligib- 
le to another Americin . 

Baba's perversion did not stop viih 
homosexuality. He eve 1 sadistically sub ecti 

aume of nil fallen disciples to endurance 
tests by forcing them to stay en the roof 
as a punitive measure. "Soon a number of 
toe girls got neat rashes and lever bliste- 
rs, and others would wander around with 
turbaned beads ' dazed from san-stroke". 

Tlie height of ciuclty ladeed. to be meted 

out tit i;hrdeni sychjpjthic followers- 

easterners all. 

ANU THE PATRONS 

Inspite of all these why did cur own 
VIPS patronise this selfstyied demagogue 
and fraudulent measiah I There is Dharma 

Cootd on Page 382 

PREE1H0UGHT 



Test for Reason 
No. 15 



SAhfcTY HRST 

A conservative but brewed bustoeis-nan 
who bellvcs In the dictum Safet> First" even 
in Sp&ulation went tea Race Course. Afttr 
merely watching all thp earlier races without 
betting rn any ot them, at last r.e round the 
following attractive offers in the Book 

Maker's Stall* for five horses participating 
id the last race: 



Huisc 1 


1 to 2 odds 


Morse 2 


1 to 3 od-is 


Horse 3 


I to 8 odds 


Huisc 4 


t to 11 odds 


Horse j 


1 to 17 odds 



He his Rs. 30O0;-wiih him and .villi tab he 
wtints to make the maximum profit, if at all 
possible, without taking any risk whatsoever. 

Is it possible? If so huw imuh profit he can 
make and how ? 

(A biieFiog for non-race goers f I to 3 
odds against Horse I means twice the amount 
of bet would be paid if horse I wins besides 

returning his own money). 
RULES ; 



be 



ore 



I . The entries should be recelvrd on or 
5-12-78. 



2. TVre is a prize of Rs- 10-in the 
form of books to bcwiil lu the winner. If 
there are more then one correetentrv Ibe 
prize will be decided on lots. 

3 Readers are requested to quote their 
Merntrrsbip number or Subscription number. 



SOLUTION FOR TEST FOR REASON No 13 

1- It is obvious that the 4th digbt of the 
Quotient is O sioce two digits have been lakea 
from the Dividend in line 6. 

2. Line 4 must begin at 1 ji x and line 
5 as i x x since o the* wise,- line 6 will have 
one or two more dipits to the left. 

3. Lin* 3 It 8 x v or lest, since line 2 I. 
at to most 9x x. 

4. Dlviier X 7 = 8 x x and Divisor X 3rd 
Quotient dight»=9 x a and divisor K 1 st quot- 
ient diglt-jr. x x x. Therefore these digits of 
the quotient are greater than 7, and must be 
8oud9 respectively. The last digit of the- 
Quotient also must be 9. Heace t he <;uot ieot 
is 9 7 h p 9. 

5. Siace Divisor X 8 = 9 * n, the Divi- 
sor is more than. II 2 but less thin I 2 I 

*. Theieforc, line 6 begins as 1 x x or 
I In. (Divipoi X 9) 

7 Adding ihcsc fiisl digits ot'lineei to 
liae 5. we observe that line 5 must be 9 8 9 or 
more. The only number between 9S9 and 
and 999 that is divisible by S is 992 {124x1; 

8 Hence Dfriaor is 1 

9. No* the dividend ii obvious It is 
131113 I « 

Though some rcade-s havt Mated that 
there 'are numerous alternative sol Jiions. to 
the best of ojr too<vledge there is only one 

correct answer for thii problem. 

The following have sonlconcvi ulutioos 

for Test for Reason No. 13: 

1- Mr. P. Eepen Abraham. Katfii 

2. Mr. G Kjoiar, Madras 

3. Mr J N«polean, Bhilai 

4. Mr. Nareodra Mchta, Nagpur 

5 Mr. G K. Nayar. N. Parur 

6 Mr. M T S*th}unathttu, Callcui 
M-. J Napoleaa. Bhihi. g*ts the prUc 

In the draw. 



December 1978 



311 



1 

I D » not zero. Further tbwe 5tc no- 

„ fl a*d on* in multiplier^ TE as can bt, Vira the then GoWaoi o Kamstakn 

«ro and on* in ' h |dj his um - OTel ' a at Baba s side, ano- 

S «n from the pprti.l products. ^ ^ Lvernor Mr. Nakul S« a vlna- 

£. Since all the partial products bav c ^ r(xm of a Jnivcr5i , y , a high court judge 
only Four digits each. Ucanoot be .oorctban ^ of others mcUding. of course 

1.V*. if leas: number. 1 3«ad * .Wniwmed ^^ Dn B||lgIlVanUlir . At the 

for A F A E Cnot ropectney) ^^ q ^ ^^ ^^ . a suCCSSsion 

3 As third partial product ends with of n0lab , cs spoke aod tttce followed by 
Die. l.A and l- must be 7 and 3 laot -espc- ^ |eagthy au dress from the President of 
ctively,- But A ounot he 7 Seine 1 7 T ^^ fU& fa ^ clumionUon of the 

X7T3 would glvft • five digit pan.. ^ ott% ' of n lmptmt 1Bd Bigictai who 
product Hence A Is J sad E.s 7. ^ ^^ ^ ^^ . JsQJtary on 0Uf 

4 Since in the second partial product ^^ arao ng his admirers-a fact tiat ihotld 
Ei. e. 7 when multiplied by T fciVeS T, ^^ ^ fc(ow QUf hcads io gharao. 

T caa or.ly be 3. 

5. Hence the answer ti 1 3 5 7 

!— THE FINAL DELIVERANCE : 

9 49 9 

6 7 85 The author's final ■ wakening is partly 

4 u 7 l facilitated by his association with the Carols 

7VT~7TT who were chcbllaa missionaries. After the 

realisation of Baba'a inane philosophy and 

...-Mil w when his encounter with Patrick become* 

other .OBicl «pto nations to* will toad ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ (| ^ ^ 

Co the same answer, though the iniril that inhabited the bright. 

The folowiag have sent correct solutions roted body wa6 pu;r ;d, foul and horn- 
for lest for R«»sc»n No 14; fying." the author feels 

I. Dr- I, C B- Abraham. Macurai 

? Mi. V Eapea Abraham. Katni 

3 Mr. T- U-ncsan, rutlcorlo T*1 B'uoke leaving Putlapa-thi scapp- 

vtr. B K. Ghosh. Nagpur ed |he pri ,_Baba book awaiting publication 

5. Mr G. Kumar, Madras , lectured for a white to peace-corps 

5; ffi I. utehiS^'^re vohuue,, a. Delhi Ufo.c r,»n** bo„.. 

S Mr J rsapotean, Bhilai 

9. Mr Narendra Mohta, Nagpur Tbe ^^ has a racy siyto, is excellently 

10 Mr U K. Niyar. N. Par-ur up flDd musl be read by a n t hose 

11 Mr B. easupatnl Rao, AnaKapalh who wam tokaoW the ways of ourgodraeo 

,2 O;. K V.N S*rma. Bangalore ^ ^^ p uMis|lcd by L|on Pu blist.n 8 , 

13. M.l.Salhyanathan, Calicut (|K ^ priced al 95 p. is ava n a ble with 

U. Mr. KKSubrBminv-m-Ofrtu , R A . MdJfaS . A 

|5. Ms- P- M?en;iknm»ri. M.SC Madnral 
Mr. K. K. Subramaoyam, lUredu gets the _ y G , 8krUhn||n Madras , 

prize in the dfaw. & 
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LR.A. Endowment Fund 

As per November 78 issue..-Rs. 2.6S&-65 

Mr. N.Suseelan, Beohari (1 Instalment) 15-00 

Mr. Prcm Nitb Bzaz New Delhi™. 100-00 

Total* 2,773-65 



We have Hill a lona, lopg way to go lo reach the target. Contrlbutiona-anything 
more than Rs. (30/-)wilI be Br3teflllly accepted for the Fund. The amount can also be sen! in 

two instalments. Please rush your contributors bj crosed DDsfrr cheque* drawn in favour of 
INDIAN RATIONALIST AJSQCIATIGN. 

—Treasurer, I. R. A. 



New Members 



We beartiy welcome the following new Members to IRA. 



Memhenhip No. 


Name 

1 


M— 468 


Mr N. Suewelio 


M-4C9 


Mr. R.G.Phillip 


M-470 


Mr. RagbuvirrCodail.B. Sc 


M— 471 


Prof Raman fatbak 


M— 472 


I^iuiiii 1 Chucko 


MF-8 


Mr. R. N. Govind 



Place 



Beohari (M P) 
Irivandrum (Kerala) 
MangaloretKarnaiaka) 
tbikbli (Gujrat) 
TUuvaila (Kcralaj 

Suva (Fiji Islands* 



General Secretary, I. R. A. 



Edited & Published byC. A. SESHADRI for Indian Ratlonallsi Association, 28/11. Pantheon 
road Madras-8. and printed at AMBIOA PR'NTERS. 19. Ayalur Muthiya Mudali St-cet 
Madras-1. for Vljee Prrss, y$, Kalingaraya Mudali St. Madras-!**. 



DECEMBER )978 

FRERTHOUGHT t ■■ ■ Hn vHMBfca, WU 



-. 



Regd. No. M9129 



\r 



THAIMTHA! PERIYAR 
CENTENARY 1978-79 





SEEDS OF RATIONALISM 
SOWN BY PERIYAR 

BLOSSOMS WITH FRAGRANCE 




The power of reasonincjs the 
essence uf life in man. Greeter 
ihe clarity in reasoning, the 
more maluie a man becomes. 

\n sny sphere of activity, 

to ask people ^ot to think and 

moke them believe any.hingj 

blindly is to degrade them 
tu a level below arimats. 

I would appeal to all 
rationalism, writers an, 
with the sole aim 



Untouchabilitv is the offshoot 

of C3ste system; it has no 

other fcasis. In my view 

as long as the caste system is 
allowed to continue, it is 
tut Ik lu dim al eradicating 
unuouchablity. 



poets, essayists, preachers of 
u artistes to employ their skill 
of benefiting mankind. 



-THAMTHAI PERIYAR E. V . RAM AS AMY 
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